Grooming Tips for those who’ve never owned a poodle!
As a breeder, the nicest compliment I can get is when one of you tells me about being stopped on the street and had someone say “That is just the most beautiful poodle!  Where did you get him/her?”     And those compliments will come whether or not your dog is groomed to perfection, or not, but more often if your poodle is groomed nicely.

For those of you who have never owned a poodle, here are a few tips:

Weekly

· Brush, using a slicker brush, against the growth of the coat –  legs from the feet up. Body from the tail towards the neck.   The proper slicker brush does not hurt the dog to use it (recommend one at Petsmart – Miller Forge DoggyMan slicker).  Brush thoroughly, then when you think you’re done, run a comb through the coat (especially the legs and ears) and see how many mats or tangles you missed.  VERY important on ears.

· Clear the ears – just a small amount of ear cleaner on a flat cotton pad will clean each ear, then a second pad to dry it.  Wait 24 hours then add a poof of Gold Bond medicated powder to the ear.  Don’t worry if you get too much, they’ll shake out the excess.

· Clip or dremel (grind) the nails.   Important as a puppy, as the nails grow faster.  You can drop back to every two weeks on adults.  If you can hear the nails on your floors when the dog walks through, they’re too long!  Too long nails will cause a dog to walk flat footed, and can damage the feet, the legs, and the back.
· NAIL CARE - poor nail care can lead to all kinds of health issues such as splayed feet and nails that grow into the paw pads, and other very painful conditions that can lead to infections\
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This poor dog has severly overgrown nails that caused his feet to completely splay. He also had some nails that grew into his leg and caused an abscess.
The second photo is of a nail that grew too long and got caught on something and ripped off - - - extremely painful!!
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· Teeth – I highly recommend that you use PetzLife oral dental spray.  Begin now, and make it a habit and you may be able to avoid an expensive vet dental for years.  I have two poos that are six+ years old and have never needed a dental!  Follow the directions – available at Petsmart and also online (cheaper).

Every two weeks

· Bathe and dry the dog – a clean coat is healthier and grows thicker faster, is less apt to cause itchy, scratchy behavior.  ALWAYS brush all mats and tangles out prior to bathing.  Wetting a mat sets it in tighter!

· Prior to washing, put a drop of mineral oil in each eye to protect from the caustic effect of soap in the eye.

· Most dog shampoos are concentrated, and can be diluted with water to make them less dangerous.  Do NOT use human shampoos on a regular basis, much more drying than shampoos made for dogs.    If you live in red clay area, try squirting a bit of Dawn on the legs to get the clay oil out.  Just be extremely careful not to get Dawn in a dog’s eyes, it’s even more caustic than shampoo and will ulcerate the cornea in a matter of hours.

· Wet the dog down, apply shampoo, and scrub vigorously.  Rinse thoroughly.  There are dog shampoos that also have conditioner – try a few and find one you like.

· Recommendations – Eqyss Premier or Eqyss Micro-tek shampoos – you can find one any place that sells equine products(feed and tack stores), and the horse products are the same as the dog products, and generally cheaper!  They can also be ordered online.  Another good one is Mane & Tail (both shampoo and conditioner), available at most Sally stores, and also many Walmart and Target stores.
· Drying – your poodle will look much nicer if they are dried rather than letting them air dry, and the coat is much easier to brush if dried properly.  Human hair dryers are too hot, heat will stress the dog, and will also damage the coat.  If you must use a human dryer, use it only on low.  If you want to purchase a decent dryer, I recommend the line of Metro dog dryers.  I have their 4 hp, 2 speed dryer.  It is 7 yrs old and still going strong, though now it is my backup dryer in case my super duper K-9 dryer fails.  They have a single speed model that is not expensive and will do fine for single-dog homes.

Monthly

· Pluck the ears – buy some ear powder or use Gold Bond medicated powder (the green bottle).  Put a little powder in the ear – it acts like a depilatory.  Use your fingers and pluck as much hair as you can get to easily, don’t worry about getting every single hair.  There’s a reason God put hair in those ears and I don’t try to pluck “clean”.   Don’t clean the ears after you pluck them, wait a day until all the follicles close and then clean.

· Take your dog to the groomer – if you haven’t chosen one yet, here are questions to ask:

1. Do they use heated dryers?  If so, do they have timers so that the dogs are not overheated and subject to heat stroke!  VERY important.  The dryers I personally use on mine only have air heated by the heat from the motors of the dryers, not heating elements.

2. Do they groom other poodles – you do not want to go to a groomer who has no other poodle clients and hasn’t a clue how to properly groom a poodle.  

3. Did they go to a grooming school, or apprentice under a master groomer somewhere?

4. Do they have a photo album of client dogs they groom?

     If you want to learn how to do some or all of your own grooming, I can give you tips, and you are welcome to come for an overnight (depending on how far away you are) and get a good lesson.  It is much harder for an owner to groom their own dogs, as they know how to push your buttons.  Grooming has to be “all business”, not playtime!!!   Once you’re done with whatever grooming you’re working on, be that nails, cleaning ears, etc., reward the dog AFTERwards, and there should be NO playing while you’re working!

     I recommend that you spend the money and let a professional groomer bathe and groom your dog at least three or four times before you attempt to learn to groom your puppy yourself.  The groomer will teach your dog table manners, where you can’t because your puppy is your pet and s/he’s got your number!!!  

     For those of you who want to learn to groom your own dog, download the grooming pages from my nursery site (www.calisunnurseryphotojournal.shutterfly.com), which are scanned from Notes From The Grooming Table – it’s the best all-breed grooming book out there, used by most grooming schools.  There are about 25 pages on grooming poodles.  You’ll need WinZip to open the compressed file. 

